
Northampton County Gaming Revenue  
and  

Economic Redevelopment Authority 
 

September 23, 2013 
Minutes 

 
A meeting of the Northampton County Gaming Revenue & Economic Redevelopment Authority was held 
on Monday, September 23, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the County Council Chambers, Northampton County 
Courthouse, and 669 Washington Street, Easton, PA.  
 
Members of the Authority:       Solicitors 

 

John J. Finnigan, Jr.  John Dally, Jr.   Scott B. Allinson, Esq. 
Gerald C. Yob   Timm Tenges   Graham Simmons, Esq. 
Tony Pristash   David J. Heintzelman 
Thomas J. Nolan  David Willard  
Joseph M. Kelly    
    

 County Liaisons: 
   

Kenneth Kraft, County Council  
Robert Mateff, County Liaison 

 
Gaming Authority Staff:  

 

Alicia Miller Karner, Northampton County DCED 
Karen Collis, Northampton County DCED 
Loretta Schiavone, Northampton County DCED 

  
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 –Call To Order  

 

Mr. Finnigan called the meeting to order.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #2 – Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mr. Pristash led the Authority Members in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3 Roll call 
 

Ms. Karner called the roll of the members that were present as well as Solicitor Graham Simmons, Esq.  
Also present were Mr. Mateff and Mr. Kraft as well as Ms. Collis.  Mr. Heintzelman was absent.   

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – Approval of Minutes – April 22, 2013 
 

On a motion by Mr. Pristash, seconded by Mr. Yob, the minutes were unanimously approved.  Mr. 
Tenges abstained and Mr. Finnigan referenced his presence by phone as well as Mr. Willard.   
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AGENDA ITEM # 5 – Courtesy of the Floor-Public Comment 
 

None 
 
AGENDA ITEM # 6 – Treasurer’s Report 
 

Mr. Nolan provided account information for restricted and uncommitted funds from April 2013 
through August 2013. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Tenges, seconded by Mr. Dally, the reports were unanimously accepted and 
will be placed on file with these minutes. 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 7- Old Business 
  
 None 

 
AGENDA ITEM #8 – New Business 
 

8.1 2013 Local Share Municipal Gaming Grant Round 2 
 
 Applicant Question and Answer Session 

(Information must be provided on the impact of the casino for these projects) 
 
Bethlehem Township - Shaun Powell, Patrolman 
 

 Police Electronic Citation Equipment in all patrol vehicles- $120,585.00 
 License Plate Recognition System (LPR) for 2 mobile systems - $ 42,400.00 

 
As to Impact:  Officer Powell noted that officers do not ask the question:  “Were you at the 
casino, or do you intend to go to the casino?” during a routine traffic stop, only in the case of 
a DUI stop is this requested.  Because of this, impact cannot be documented.  However, a 
system for documenting impact is in the process of being implemented. 
 
Mr. Finnigan noted that the E-Citation Equipment was a request that was brought before the 
Authority previously.  Mr. Finnigan questioned whether both live systems would be locked 
into Northampton County’s database of outstanding warrants, those with suspended licenses, 
etc., or are they dead systems that are updated periodically.   
 
Officer Powell explained that the “camera system” compiles a list of wanted subjects and 
offenses which are downloaded daily onto the officers’ laptops to be used by the system.  
Citations are copied and pasted from the “Mobile Data Terminal” MDT and at the end of the 
day uploaded to the Township’s server for processing to the county’s court system. 
 
Mr. Tenges questioned the existence of statistics regarding people entering or exiting the 
casino.  Officer Powell noted that a process has begun whereby officers are marking in their 
citations, warning cards, and offenses of traffic entering or exiting the casino.   
That data is only preliminary and not enough to report on at the present time. 
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Mr. Mateff concurred that regarding the e-Ticket system, the township is fully integrated 
with the County’s system and records all citations issued.  However, the license recording 
system does not have live data and is not a live connection with the County. 
 
Mr. Kraft requested documentation of the statistics related to the number of stops and 
citations from year to year.  Officer Powell gave the following: 
  
2012 – 1732 citations, 2408 warnings, 706 accidents 
2011 – 1897 citations, 2604 warnings, 703 accidents 
2010 – 1948 citations, 2596 warnings, 810 accidents 
2009 – 2084 citations, 2212 warnings, 701 accidents 
 
Mr. Willard referenced the application’s mention of the elimination of the data clerk and that 
this would be a cost savings. He asked if this was calculated into the application figure. 
 
Secretaries from other departments have been providing this service.  Officer Powell 
explained that officers and supervisors in that department have provided the service of 
compiling the data which in effect, has taken away from the time devoted to their road duty.   
 
Lower Saucon Township – Guy Lesser, Chief of Police 
 

 License Plate Recognition System (LPR) for 1 system- $22,450.00 
 
As to Impact:  Chief Lesser noted that inasmuch as the location of the Township is relevant 
to accessing Bethlehem and the casino, there is no doubt that impact is a key.  Traffic goes 
through Rt. 412 and Rt. 78 directly to get to Bethlehem and the casino.  He also concurred 
that they are in agreement with Bethlehem Township and its inability to document the 
number of vehicles passing through to the casino.  Officers needing to provide a reading on a 
license plate, either on a moving or parked vehicle, must manually type in the license plate 
number.  The LPR will provide the ability to read a volume of licenses accurately and 
quickly.  Because of this, officers will be made aware of violent offenders, stolen vehicles, 
and will be capable of alerting the officers in the area of these offenders. 
 
Mr. Kraft asked a question of the incidence statistics and what data is related to traffic to the 
Promenade. 
 
Chief Lesser indicated that data related to the Promenade is not available but noted that the 
Promenade opened in 2006 and the casino in 2009.  The data compiled for this application 
covers three years prior to the opening of the casino which follows the opening of the 
Promenade shops and compares that time period with the three years after the opening of the 
casino.  That data shows an increase in the traffic to the casino. 
 
Mr. Kraft inquired as to the importance of using the LPR system and how does that use 
directly show impact from the casino? 
 
Chief Lesser explained that the casino impacts the traffic through Lower Saucon Township 
which prompts the need to identify license plates which improves the officers’ ability to read 
multiples. 
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Mr. Tenges interjected the fact that this is the same request made in the first round of grants 
and he wanted to know why a second request is perceived to be more successful.  Chief 
Lesser noted that he hopes the Authority Board Members would consider the application 
with “more intensity” and also that information is provided concerning the Promenade.     
 
Mr. Finnigan inquired if there have been additional officers added to the force since 2009?  
Chief Lesser relayed that one new officer was hired through a 2012 Gaming Grant, but 
declared that there have not been any other new hires. 
 
Mr. Willard inquired why there are differences in Bethlehem Township’s request for the 
same equipment as Lower Saucon Township’s application.  Chief Lesser noted that his 
request is for only one system that has multiple cameras. 
 
Mr. Tenges inquired if there would be recurring requests for funds for the upkeep of this 
system?  Chief Lesser indicated that there would not be recurring costs. 
 
Mr. Mateff noted that this is a “sole source vendor” and there are multiple companies that 
can provide this system.  Has this been put out to bid?  Chief Lesser indicated that if it was 
required to put out to bid they would do so.  He explained that this company has a “robust 
system” and they did not pursue bidding.  Mr. Mateff also noted that these are stand-alone 
systems that do not connect to the County. 
 
City of Bethlehem, PA – 

 Mass-Arrest Transport Vehicle - $47,634.00- Police Lieutenant Bill DoSedlo 
 
As to Impact: Lieutenant DoSedlo presented the request for a 2014 GMC Panel Van, fully 
equipped with an insert containing a partition with benches on both sides to carry up to ten 
prisoners/offenders.  It also has a third compartment with a side entry.  Presently, due to the 
law, male and female offenders must be transported separately with two officers assigned to 
each gender and each group of two offenders.  This vehicle has a partition to separate the 
prisoners and would require only two officers for up to 10 offenders.  The city has only one 
transport van at present.  This van would be assigned to the Southside of Bethlehem where 
the casino is located.   
 
Lieutenant DoSedlo also explained that there is a decrease in the number of officers on the 
force since the casino opened.  At that time, there were 165 officers, and now it has been 
reduced to 142.  As a result, there are fewer officers handling a larger volume of incidences.   
 
Mr. Finnigan asked how many of the arrests were multiple-arrest incidents.  Lieutenant 
DoSedlo did not know.  He explained that the incidents reported upon were crimes and not 
arrests.  
 
Mr. Tenges inquired as to the amount of gaming funds the City of Bethlehem will receive for 
2013?  Since the lieutenant did not know, the question was asked of Ms. Karner.  Ms. Karner 
noted that, although there were no figures for 2013, she would relate the 2012  
numbers as follows:  City of Bethlehem income from slots, $8,699,000; Gaming Authority, 
$1, 007,000; the County, $1,000,000; Allentown, $3,400,000; Lehigh County, $816,000. 
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Mr. Kraft interjected that Bethlehem’s gaming funds are “host” fees and not related to impact 
and should not affect gaming applications on impact.  
 
Mr. Mateff also interjected that in a Homeland Security Study, the casino and Steel Stacks 
areas have been identified as having a high propensity to produce multi-arrest incidents, 
especially when special events take place and there is a high concentration of people in one 
area. 
 

 Hazardous Materials Response Vehicle - $156,767.00  
Captain Craig Baer, Special Operations, City of Bethlehem Fire Department  
 
Captain Baer explained that the request for this vehicle is to replace two old vehicles.  With 
the purchase of this vehicle, response time would be cut significantly shorter. Currently, in 
the case of hazardous materials response, a determination must be made as to which vehicle 
has the correct equipment for that emergency.  The new vehicle is equipped with everything 
it would need in any given situation.  Captain Baer identified the possibilities involving the 
industrial park area as well as the Norfolk Southern rail lines surrounding the casino as a 
scenario for a mishap to happen which could possibly close down the Rt. 412 corridor. 
 
In answer to Mr. Finnigan’s question of whether the department served any other area, Capt. 
Baer noted that, as required by law, response to other areas must be acknowledged. 
Bethlehem responds second to Northampton County’s response team and responds to Lehigh 
County as well.  In the case of an unidentified briefcase that occurred at the casino, the Bomb 
Squad and the Hazardous Materials teams were called upon to respond.   
 
Mr. Nolan asked what hazardous materials are in the casino.  Capt. Baer explained that 
carbon dioxide is a compound found there.  However, the adjacent facilities surrounding the 
casino contain a multiple array of hazardous materials. 
 
The City of Bethlehem is providing $180,000 bond toward the purchase and this request 
would make up the amount needed. 
 
Mr. Kelly related to the fact that the rails behind the casino also pose a danger. 
 
Mr. Mateff indicated that a Commodity Flow Study indicated that the casino is in a highly 
industrialized area and is rated as high risk.  The purchase of this vehicle would provide the 
immediate response needed in any emergency of a hazardous nature.  He also concurred that 
cooperation exists with the County EMS, Lehigh County, City of Bethlehem, and City of 
Allentown to standardize and work together which is a valuable resource.  The city has also 
assisted with the County’s emergencies. 
 
County of Northampton  
 

 Mental Health Gambling Awareness Program - $51,338.00 
Wendy Heatley, Deputy Administrator, Mental Health & 
Crisis Intervention Team Coordinator 
Donna Keutmann, Director Peer Services, Recovery Partnership a Mental Health Provider  
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Ms. Heatley explained that this is the same proposal presented at the first round of 
applications but consists of a lessor amount and less training.  Emphasis has been placed on 
the core training affecting Northampton County, namely; Crisis Intervention for Police and 
First Responders, Certified Peer Specialist training for individuals in mental health recovery, 
and gambling trainings for professionals.   
 
Ms. Heatly was granted a Gaming Grant extension on the previous grant to provide 
additional training due to the fact that dollars remained.  Factors relating to the cost savings 
were: volunteer presenters and free space was utilized whenever possible. This savings has 
allowed for an additional six CIT trainings.  The police departments participating in these 
trainings are:  Easton, Palmer, Lehigh, Hellertown, Bethlehem and NCC security guards.  As 
a footnote, Ms. Heatley explained that problem gambling is a topic not understood as an 
illness, (RDSM5), an addiction that is hidden from society.  This training focuses on problem 
awareness by educating providers on how to recognize the signs of the illness and what 
resources are available. 
 
Mr. Nolan asked if this is a new program. Ms. Heatley indicated that it is the same, but scaled 
back.   
 
Borough of Freemansburg –  
 

 Phase No. 3 – Freemansburg Police Department Addition - $150,280.00 
Judith Danko, Manager 
 
Ms. Danko reiterated that an initial grant application for the Police Department addition was 
awarded in the 2010 Restricted Round of gaming grant applications.  This request represents 
Phase III of the police department addition.  Approval of this request would complete the 
police department addition project.  Ms. Danko noted that the funds for that project were 
awarded, but the bids received were higher than the initial award.   
 
Mr. Kelly inquired as to the number of phases in the construction of this project.   
Ms. Danko related that there are three phases for the police department.  Additional 
construction phases are on the municipal side.  Also, the amount requested is to complete the 
police department construction. 
 
Mr. Finnigan reiterated that the first award toward this project amounted to $825,000.  Ms. 
Danko related that these funds were spent on the project.  Mr. Finnigan also reiterated that in 
2013, $334,000 was again awarded to this project, a portion of which went to the 
construction of the Police Department, which Ms. Danko admitted was not enough to cover 
all of the expenses.  Ms. Danko replied that with the $150,280 grant award requested, this 
would complete the project. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #9 – Solicitor’s Report 
 

None 
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AGENDA ITEM #10 – Staff Report 

 

Ms. Karner explained that the draft audit has been completed and is in the process of review by the 
County.  The final audit will be presented at the next meeting along with the annual report.   
 
The next meeting will be the final determination of the grant applications.  The 2014 timeline will be 
adjudicated. 
 
Mr. Yob asked about the funds available to provide for the grants that were awarded since there doesn’t 
seem to be the funds in the Gaming Authority accounts.   
 
Ms. Karner explained the process in which the funds are allocated.  Since the authority receives gaming 
funds from the PA Dept of Revenue quarterly, funds for each grant awarded is then likewise distributed 
quarterly until obligation is fulfilled.  Gaming funds from the PA Dept. of Revenue for year 2013 are 
expected to amount to $1,700,000-$1,800,000 which would be enough to cover the grants for this round, 
if all were to be approved.   

 
AGENDA ITEM #11 – Courtesy of the Floor 
 

None 
 
AGENDA ITEM - #12- Adjournment 
 

Mr. Finnigan adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. on a motion made by Mr. Pristash, seconded by Mr. 
Kelly.   

 
AGENDA ITEM - #13- Next Meeting – October 28, 2013 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Prepared by:             

 Loretta Schiavone    John J. Finnigan, Jr.,  Chairman 
 Executive Secretary, DCED 


